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One of the fundamental aspects for the IV La Rioja Plan of R+D to progress successfully
in the development of innovation within our autonomic community, is the necessity of
the collaboration of all the agents that make up the La Rioja System of Innovation:
Administration, University and Companies.
It is important to highlight the implication of all the agents within the system. We all work
towards the same goal, in a harmonized way and with a common objective of improving
the socio-economic position of La Rioja.
As established by Brussels the role of the companies has a special relevance,
considering that by the year 2020 it is envisaged that the companies’ expenditure in
R+D is expected to continue increasing until it finally reaches 66% of the total investment
in this field. Henceforth, once again collaboration is fundamental, above all taking
into account that our productive network is composed, in its majority, of small and
medium sized companies. In this case, the cluster constitutes a powerful tool to help
the companies reach the sufficient critical mass to develop projects that can give them a
stronger position in the market whilst at the same time, allows them to collaborate with
the researchers of the university making the transfer of knowledge a reality.
The main production sectors in La Rioja: automotive, ICT, wine, logistics and transport,

La Rioja Technological Centre. Logroño.

footwear, agriculture and food, biotechnology and wood and furniture, are already
working as a group with innovation being the principle base in their line of work.
This publication is precisely a collection of all the work that the clusters or groupings of
the companies in La Rioja have been carrying out over the last few years, their objectives
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and lines of action and which serves as an excellent letter of presentation.
It only remains for me to show my appreciation for everyone’s hard work and to highlight
their contribution in making La Rioja a region of innovation.
Javier Erro Urrutia
Councillor of Industry, Innovation and Employment of La Rioja
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The University of La Rioja is a factor of the progress in our region. The potential that the
University possesses to carry out the labour of transferring knowledge, together with the
implication of the fabric business, is a fundamental factor in obtaining greater levels of
growth, competitiveness and well being.
We will go far if we walk together. The clusters in La Rioja are a good example of this.
The aggregation of the companies is what makes them stronger to the sector, which
they represent.
During the previous course La Rioja University campus celebrated meetings with
clusters from our region, bringing together the companies and researchers of the areas
of knowledge related to each sector.
Accustomed that our research reaches the frontiers of science, we are more than happy
that companies from the most diverse fields discover new horizons to which we can
channel our efforts or that we find ourselves on the verge of this horizon and we are in
a position help them reach it.
The office for the Transfer of the Research Results, (La Oficina para la Transferencia
de los Resultados de la Investigación (OTRI)) with its scientific and technological offer:
our research teams and, of course, our graduates are at the permanent disposition to
collaborate and take full advantage of the valuable resources that our society trusts us
with.
Our talent is at your service. Because together we can do more. Together we can go
further.
José Arnáez Vadillo
Rector of the University of La Rioja
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[ 1 ] 26CRV WINE CLUSTER
The partners have a client portfolio of 2,000 companies in the 5 continents.

26CRV, the first wine cluster created in Spain, has as its main purpose the articulation

The objective of the initial project, which counted on a budget of 3.8 million Euros and a

and the development of projects of research, development and innovation (R+D+i) in the

subvention of 1.7 million Euros, consisted in the research into new wine sensors. This

field of the wine making sector.

research allows different parameters of the wine to be detected that allow us to know, when
and how to act: lower or raise the temperature, to add or not, and the quantities of the

At present seven companies form the group (Avanzare, Dolmar, Estuchería Vargas, InTER

compounds necessary to improve the fermentation process etc., and all of this with the

química, Intranox, Talleres Ruiz, Tonelería Magreñán) that in august 2014 had a turnover of

objective of obtaining a better quality wine.

24 million Euros, a workforce of 220 professionals and a client portfolio made up of more
than 2,000 businesses in five continents.

Since then, the cluster has moved 10 million Euros in R+D and has obtained national
returns superior to 6.5 million Euros in subventions, loans and tax deductions.

Among its specific objectives the following stand out: to promote the integration of
technology and knowledge; to push for a greater access to the market: to promote the

This commitment to the R+D+i has made it possible to develop new products and

auxiliary industries associated with wine: to facilitate the access of information: to

new technologies, such as new deposit sensors, new winery sensors and new

develop projects in a cooperative interdisciplinary model and to foster the technological

nanobioproducts.

development of La Rioja winery sector having the objective of being the first to know
about and employ any emerging technologies.

The 26CRV cluster is currently working in search of new partners in the auxiliary sectors to
the wine and finds itself in the organization and management of a new cooperative project.

The cluster came about from the CENIT project promoted in 2008 in which four of the
companies that at present form part of the cluster participated: Avanzare, Dolmar, Intranox
y Tonelería Magreñán.

The seven businesses of the cluster invoiced 21 million Euros.
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[ 2 ] LA RIOJA AUTOMOTIVE

CLUSTER: AEI AUTOMOCIÓN RIOJA

THE CLUSTER TO DATE

The strategic lines of the Cluster are centred on six working commissions: R+D+i, joint
purchasing, environment, laboratories, training and internationalization.

At present (July 2014) the group is made up
of 16 companies from the auxiliary automotive

In 2013 the evaluating commission of the Ministry of Industry once again recognized the Strategic

sector in La Rioja. The partner companies are:

Plan 2013-17 as excellent, prolonging its permanence in the Special Registry of AEI´s for at least

International Automotive components Group

another four years. The plan is based on the incorporation of a technological team to the

S.L., Caucho Metal Productos II S.L., Standard

cluster, with the objective of undertaking collaborative R+D+i projects between the companies,

At the beginning of 2009, the group of the

Profil S.A., Elastómeros Riojanos S.A., Industria

increasing the companies’ investment in R+D. In short, to encourage a greater number of joint

partner companies created the Innovative

Química Riojana S.A., Manufacturas Maher

projects, and also ensuring that each company strengthens their own capacities of R+D with the

Business Group (Cluster) as a response to the

S.A., Nasika Products S.A., Perfiles Rioja

objective of implanting the culture of R+D+i within the sector.

challenges that the sector faced (fundamentally

S.A., Zeplas S.L., Centro Tecnológico Riojano

those derived from globalization and based on

S.A., Petroplast S.A., Avanzare Innovación

After various meetings with the Regional Government, the Plan is being finalized, so that in 2015,

cost competition). The cluster could act as a

Tecnológica S.L., Manufacturas NISA S.L.,

the team of technologists will become a reality and start working.

channel of cohesion for the companies in the

Gimplast 2000 S. A., Sealing Systems La Rioja

sector creating new alternatives for action,

S.L. and Logrotex S.A.

promoting business opportunities, and helping

Another of the objectives is the collaboration between other national clusters of the sector.
The Automotive cluster, AEI Automoción Rioja, forms part of the automotive inter-cluster

the companies associated to invest and

The group of companies employs 2,093

cooperate with the R+D+i, looking to increase

workers in plants located in La Rioja, which

productivity and competiveness.

supposes a percentage greater than 85% of the

committee, which is held annually.

total employment generated by the automotive
In 2008 all the necessary work was undertaken

sector in La Rioja.

to constitute the cluster, a Strategic Plan of
the Sector was drawn up, and on the 27th of

In economic terms, it means that the total

January 2009 the constitution of the innovative

turnover of the partner companies rises to 348

business group for the automotive sector of

million Euros (16.61% of the industrial sector

La Rioja was approved as a non profitable

in La Rioja).

organization in accordance with the Organic
Law 1/2002, of the 22nd of March, of the Right

Furthermore an important representation of

of Associations.

the business world, among the members of
the AEI a technological centre can be found,

In September 2009, the AEI Automoción

as can be a design company that produces

Rioja became part of the registry of the

specialized high-performance materials and

Innovative Business Groups of the Ministry of

nanotechnology-based solutions.

Automotive cluster meeting.

Industry, later on the 29th of July 2009 they
received notification of the agreement from

In general terms, the business of the companies

the commission of evaluation that deemed

is associated with plastic and rubber.

that the Strategic Plan presented by the AEI
Automoción Rioja met all the conditions that
deserved the right of excellence.
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[ 3 ] ICT REGIONAL INNOVATIVE
CLUSTER (AERTIC)

AERTIC is a non-profit organisation that aims

The profiles among AERTIC’s associates are

at promoting the development of the ICT

diverse as regards the scale, business model

sector across the region of La Rioja (Spain).

and ICT area at the core of their activity. The

Since 2010 AERTIC is established as the ICT

main ICT Areas to be found among AERTIC’s

Regional Innovative Cluster of our region and

associate companies are the following:

Institutional presentation of AERTIC.

Partners of AERTIC attend a professional event.

since 2014 is distinguished with the Bronze
Label in Cluster Excellence Management by
the European Secretariat for Cluster Analysis.

· Cloud computing services and
infraestructures. Hosting.
· Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP);

The Association endorses the interests of
more than 52 companies, raising awareness
of their activities, fostering R&D, promoting
international collaboration and finding out new
opportunities on their behalf.

Customer Relationship Management (CRM).
· Technology Enhanced learning.
· Web design, multimedia.
· Telecommunications services: voice, TV,
internet and mobile (Quadruple play).

OBJECTIVE OF CLUSTER
Development of the ICT sector across
the region of La Rioja

· Hardware, commercial distribution.

One of the major challenges for AERTIC is to foster the demonstration and the incorporation of
innovative ground technologies that can play a role in developing companies with a strong product
and promoting competitiveness of other economic sectors in La Rioja, especially agro-food
and industry, the most important economic sectors of the region.
Another main objectives of the cluster is to foster the creation of new companies and the support
of eterpreneurship, specially those based on internet related technologies, or the areas of mobile
computing, smart cities, semantic web and big data technologies.

· Internet based startups (big data, smart
cities, augmented reality, energy, semantic
web, mobile apps).

AERTIC was constituted in 2010.
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[ 4 ] FOOTWEAR CLUSTER

SERVICES:
Processing and management of tax helps and incentives. Its objective is to collaborate with
the companies to simplify the process of application and management of helps (from regional to
European) and tax incentives, providing the knowledge and experience concerning the field in

The Footwear Innovative Business Group of La Rioja is a non-profitable organization,

question.

constituted in 2011, that brings together the principle entities of the innovation chain
to improve its competiveness through collaborative innovative actions.

TRENDhelp: Analysis of tendencies and fashion consultancy. To know at least one year
before hand what the fashion tendencies will be for the sector and provide the companies with the

Its mission is:

information necessary to start planning and preparing a collection.

· To manage the cluster.
· Promote the capacity of the companies through their own cooperation, by means of

Technological surveillance. Service of searching for and collection of up-to-date information and

centres of knowledge and facilitating entities.

news related to the development of technology and the market in the footwear sector.
ISO 9001, 14001, 166002 y OSHA 18001: Consulting in the implementation, certification,

LINES OF WORK:

maintenance and audits. Our consultants guide the companies during the complete adaptation
process, with the objective that each one of the points of conformity required by the quality

CAPACITATION: To introduce into the companies, by means of their human capital,

regulations that they wish to implement are fulfilled.

the knowledge that allows them to strengthen their innovation capacity.
Training / Renting of rooms. Professional training is one of the most important resources and at
EXPORT: To provide competitive advantages to the companies that allow them to

the same time the most required by the workers in most organizations.

overcome the competition through internationalization.
ICT: Online Security Copy. The online Security Copy service implies the remote copy of data, via
INNOVAMÁS: To generate R+D projects for the cluster on a European, national and

Internet, with the maximum-security guarantees and confidentiality, automatic, flexible and easy

regional level.

to configure.

TIME2MARKET: To improve the competiveness of the companies by means of

Job bank. It is a point of union between the companies of the sector and those people looking

quicker launch time of products onto the market.

for employment. The companies can access the active employment offers in the footwear sector

The footwear cluster was constituted in 2011

of La Rioja.
IMAGE: To improve the competitiveness through brand recognition.
Internationalization: Expert assessment in the area of exportation. An experienced team of
LOWCOST: To improve competitiveness by promoting the participation of the

consultants in the international markets, as with the local markets, allows us to provide a solid

companies in projects focused on cost reductions.

answer to the companies interested in expanding their business further a field than their natural
location.
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Pol. Ind. El Raposal · C/ Raposal, 65 · 26580 Arnedo (La Rioja)
Tel. +34 941 385 870 · Fax. +34 941 385 205
e-mail: info@innovacioncalzado.org
www.innovacioncalzado.org
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[ 5 ] FOOD+i CLUSTER

WORK IN THE EU NETWORK. Network of collaboration with
analogous entities.

In the Ebro Valley there are 7,400 food and agricultural companies.

AUTONOMY AND FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY.
The FOOD+i cluster is a non-profit association that brings together
the main agents from the food sector: companies, investigation and
administration centres to promote the collaborative innovation.

that gives value to the companies of the valley and improves their

OBJECTIVES OF FOOD+i

competiveness.

GROUP TOGETHER around the companies and the innovation to training

EXCELLENCE IN THE CLUSTER MANAGEMENT. In 2014,

centres, investigation units and other stakeholders.

Cluster FOOD+i received the BRONCE CLUSTER MANAGEMENT

FOOD+i work with 4 strategic focal points (INNOVATION,
COLLABORATION, COMPETIVITY AND TALENT) and in 2 fields of
work:

EXCELLENCE, from the EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT FOR CLUSTER
TO ACT IN
DEFENCE

of the values of the companies, professionals and

ANALYSIS. Between 2014 and 2016 FOOD+i will work to become

agents revealing the reality of the sector.

the first Spanish Agro Food cluster obtaining the highest European

1. THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SECTOR. Supra territorial
vocation in the Ebro Valley area, traditional food and agricultural
competitive centre that brings together 7,400 companies (25%

recognition in cluster management: the Gold Label.
TO INCREASE THE
COMPETIVENESS

of Spain), the majority being SME, with some 119,000 workers

creating

instruments

to

obtain

the

most

effectiveness in defence of the interested parties,

· Support the SME (coaching, benchmarking…).
COLABORATION

contributing to the efficient technology transfer,
creation of networks and divulgation, reaching

· Cross border link (integration of the Ebro Valley + international
strategy).

2. A NETWORK OF EXCELLENT KNOWLEDGE, in the area of

a critical mass allowing the assurance of their

reference technological centres.

· Catalyser of collaborative intersectoral projects.

competitiveness.

· International visibility. Branding.

CRITICAL MASS
In July 2014 it had 71 partners (61 SME). The companies have a turnover

· Improve the level of R+D+i.
WORKING IN
NETWORK WITHN
THE EU

Networks of collaboration with analogous entities

· Flexibility for the cooperation with other entities from the Valley.

in the national and international field.

· Attraction of external financial funds through R+D+i projects from the

of 2,483 million Euros, 8.05% of the total of the food and agricultural

· 1º World leader in sauces, tomato and ketchup.
· 2º European operator and 3º in the world for mushrooms and
cultivated mushrooms.
· 3º Producer of long life milk in Spain.
· 3º National producer of refrigerated pizzas.
· 3º National producer and trader of alimentary pasta in Spain.
· 1º National leader of elaborated fruit.
· One of the mayor coffee producers in the world.
· One of the main companies in Spain for the production of animal
feed.

national and European field.
· Applied technological surveillance.

companies of the valley. FOOD+i counts on leading companies:
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VALUE PROPOSAL OF FOOD+i

especially in the area of innovation.

(32.73%), sales of 30,830 million Euros (34.8%), and an added value
of 6,495 million Euros.

Economical

sustainability, independence and autonomy. Construction of a model

SIGNS OF IDENTITY

· Administration services of R+D+i.
· Consultancy and technological services.
· Creation of FOOD START UP.

SERVICE TO THE COMPANIES. Short or medium term solutions by

· Actions that contribute to the improvement of talent and qualification.

means of teams working together with our technological partners of
the food industry.
PROMOTE THE R+D+i CLOSE TO THE MARKET. Creating the tools
to achieve a greater effectiveness in the field of innovation.
INNOVATION = RESEARCH + LAUNCH ON TO THE MARKET
INNOVATION FOOD+i = TECHNOLOGICAL PARTNERS + FOOD
SME

Edificio CTIC (Centro Tecnológico de la Industria Cárnica de La Rioja)
Ctra. nacional 120, Km 22,8, 26315, Alesón (La Rioja)
Tel. +34 941 369 263 · Fax. +34 941 369 259
e-mail: adm@clusterfoodmasi.es
www.clusterfoodmasi.es
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[ 6 ] TRANSPORT AND LOGISTIC
CLUSTER OF LA RIOJA (ATRADIS)

ASSOCIATED COMPANIES:
· Car Volum, S.L.
The

AEI

(Agrupación

Empresasial

Innovadora

–

· Eje-Trans, S.A.

Innovative Business Group) of transport and logistics in

· Eusebio García Saenz

La Rioja is a cluster of companies that have as an objective

· José María Navajas, S.L.

to work towards the innovation and competitiveness within

· Transcenicero, S.L.

the sector.

· Trans-Logroño, S.A.
· Transportes Enrique Puente, S.L.

The logistic cluster, created in January 2012, is at present

· Transportes Eugenio Gil, S.L.

made up of 14 companies although the business base of

· Transportes Garlez, S.L.

the cluster is made up of 51 companies in La Rioja, 1,496

· Transportes GTD Rioja, S.L.

workers and has a global turn over of more than 175 million

· Transportes Josean, S.L.

Euros.

· Transportes Ochoa Hnos, S.A.
· Transportes Rumar, S.L.

In La Rioja, the road transport of goods and the logistic

· Transportes Valle Del Oja, S.L.

services sector is a strategic activity to develop the social
economy of the region that represents 28% of the volume
of business of the services sector (excluding trade), 15%

Transport represents 28% of the volume of the business within the services sector.

of the companies and 18% of the employees in the same
sector.
To sum up, the transport and storage of goods sector
employs 4,588 people in 1,076 companies and possess
Façade of the Transport Training Centre.

4,050 vehicles and whose net annual business turnover
rises to 437 million Euros (in 2012).
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[ 7 ] BIORIOJA GROUP
(GBR)

HONGO’S

BIOFACTORY:

Biotechnology”.

Its

“Mycological

philosophy

is

to

understand the mushrooms not only as a
food source but also as bio factories. They
offer a flexible consultancy, independent

The BioRioja Group (GBR) is a non-profit organization constituted in March 2012 by companies from la Rioja based on biotechnology. It is made up of
Riojan SME (small and medium enterprises), an investigation centre and La Rioja Government, through the Industry, Innovation and Employment Council.

WHO ARE WE?

WHY?
The main objective of GBR is to improve the competitiveness of the companies in La Rioja by means of the application of biotechnological tools.
The GBR wants to become the strategic partner for the companies of La Rioja involved in projects related to biotechnology.
The projects of the group, due to the knowledge and experience of the companies that form it, are focused on the following areas: Food safety, sustainable
agriculture, climate change, resource efficiency and bio energy.

1. Training, Communication and Dissemination. To train and help the SME and professionals
of La Rioja to fully understand the biotechnology. The retraining of the professionals in the sector
is fundamental so that the companies can continue to be competitive, for which the GBR is the

2. Services of R+D+i to SME. In this field, the GBR intends to be a supplier of advanced

solutions for specific company needs.
· National and European projects. In this sense, it deals with projects on a medium term basis

and circumstances of each client.

production of their own cosmetics.
LABORATORIOS LAC: Specialists in analyses
and advisory services of industries in the Agro

AEMA: Water, Energy and Environment.

the standards in innovation in the wine and

Food sector they offer an integral management

Aema gives global solutions for water

food sectors. Its activity is developed through

of projects of R+D+i, administration of processes

treatment.

four areas: products for wine production,

and training. They have at their disposal a

laboratories,

laboratory to carry out a control analysis of water

investigation

centre

and

technology transfer through training.

and food.

a company that focuses on the development

VIDAR ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS:

CIBIR (Center of Bio medics Investigations

of solutions to significantly increase biomass,

Vidar applies biotechnology to improve the

of La Rioja): is dedicated to the translational

which comes from micro-algae and other raw

processes and give ecological solutions to

investigation and promotes a patient-centred

vegetable material.

the biotechnology, livestock farming and the

investigation where the development of

environment.

projects, without forgetting the fundamental

CLEAN-BIOTEC: “Eco Logical Solutions”.

contact point for organizations that provide specific courses.

· Micro-projects with a temporary horizon on a short-term basis of finding made to measure

production and adapting to the requirements

wineries to obtain active ingredients for the

to accelerate the biomass production”. It is

The GBR focuses on three branches of activities:

technological services for the SME. They offer two types of services:

and a quality based on real experiences of

Design uses the vegetable wastes from

DOLMAR: “Living innovation”. Dolmar sets

BIOMASSBOOSTER: “Disruptive innovation

HOW?

DOC-DESIGN: Natural Cosmetics. Doc

“The main objective of GBR is to
improve the competitiveness of the
companies in La Rioja by means of the
application of biotechnological tools.”

research, can provide a clear, direct and

Clean Biotec is a company based on

LABORATORIOS EXCELL: “Investigation

beneficial impact regarding the patient,

technological innovation dedicated to the

by excellence”. Instrumental analyses and

concerning services, new technology and

use of biotechnology as a tool to look for

technical advice for the winemaking, food

pharmacological developments.

solutions regarding environmental problems.

and agriculture sectors, which are constantly

Its main activity is centred on bioremediation

looking for the most innovative approaches.

LA RIOJA GOVERNMENT

and phytoremediation.

looking to give specific answers or solutions to a particular problem and with a clear practical
application.
3. Development of products by means of internal projects.
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[ 8 ] RIOJA HÁBITAT, AEI OF THE

WOOD AND FURNITURE OF LA RIOJA

La Rioja wood and furniture cluster (RIOJA
HÁBITAT), constituted in the year 2010, is a nonprofit organization, created to increase among the
companies a spirit of cooperation and to develop
actions in the field of research, development and
innovation, with special interest in the promotion
of internationalization, in which are included:
· 15 companies, leaders in the sector of La Rioja.
· Public and private institutions involved in the
development of the sector: business associations,
technological centres of knowledge and training.
They are also involved in the Habitat network
together with other Innovative Business Groups
on a national scale and at the moment they are
working on a project on internationalization
and contract, with which the intention is to work
in new markets and configure a group that can
offer greater recruitment possibilities within the
food and beverage sector, hoteliers, public
administration contracts and municipality, etc.
Member companies in the Business Federation of La Rioja.

Likewise, they are developing a project of industrial
eco design, trying to implement in the companies

20

a methodology that integrates environmental

companies, it is possible to increase the

criteria in the design of the products, with the

efficiency of the complete production process

objective of reducing any adverse impact on the

as an important attribute as a way of improving

environment that may be produced during the life

the competitiveness of the companies from La

cycle of the product.

Rioja.

It also participates, together with the Technological

“The cluster intends to set up a group
that can offer major recruitments
in the food and beverage sector,
hoteliers, of the public administration,
municipality, etc.”

Centre of Castilla y León in Soria, in a project
about the industrial advantages of the timber
from the Douglas fir tree, especially as the mass
population of this species is abundant in La Rioja.
The main objective is to contribute to improving
the

competitiveness

of

the

associated

companies by means of design and development
of collaborative projects that give value to the
offer of products and services of the participating
companies.

“Rioja Hábitat puts special interest on
the promotion of internationalization”
The

great

changes

that

the

sector

has

experienced, so much so from the point of view

The cluster is made up of 15 companies.

of the production as with the commercialization
and distribution, such as the globalization of
the markets, make that, from a competitive
point of view, regional and national companies
find themselves up against more competition in
markets that are harder and more demanding.
For this reason, it is considered that, through
a

clear

cooperation

commitment

between
C/ Hnos. Moroy, 8 4ª planta · 26001 Logroño (La Rioja)
Tel. +34 941 271 271 · Fax. +34 941 26 25 37
www.riojahabitat.org
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